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BY BUFEALO

FEOM “TRUE TALES OF THE

SOFYIIGHT, 1IN0, BY WILLIAM P.COnY

BIA

WAS fourtests when 1 became &
pony oxpress rider, 1 had one
of two adventiurea in that pur
it which may prove nteresting

to rend, They were cortalnly inter

oallng enough (o mo al the time, The

Job wan worth §195 & month

meant ceuselpus danger,

The lmportapce of the pony
s to n corinly extent bunlLut
of, but It might be well 16 Ipress
the render the fact of itw yalue
tme In connection with the grea
Me cecurring abortly after
tlon between the sections of
try<the civil war of 1801,
culties of communloating

newly acquimed ¢ on. the.
tlful;!’ b the MIuwu‘:‘M':
passage aroupd Cape Horn
have left effoctive |nformation
fat and unprofitably oo &
time, and the fact that the
section was not open for communies
tien to the Unlon authoritios at 'Waash-
ingtoh emphasised s necosalty,

The pouy exprets, by giving the gov
erument facilities for quick communi
eation—quick for thone days—was en-
abled to keep In touch with every
movatnent and counteracted In an of.
fective manner what might have re |
sulted in n sepapation from us of our |
gmnd Pactfc posssssions,

Its mervice had been repeatedly sug-
geated to congress, bat after mmll
yoars of aygitution It falled of govern.
ment asulxtance through the then dis
united alma of many congressional
leaders, and oventually it was under
taken by Mossrn Russell, Majors, Wad.
dell & Co. nt thelr own risk and re
spousibility, a public spirited, patri.
otic actlon for which they never re
ealved proper (inancial recognition.

This wos the great government
freighting firm under whom [ had
served as courler. belween Ita over.
Jand wagon tralng Iis object was to
covel the vast telegraphle gap be-
tween New York and Ban Franclsco,
which began at 8t Joe, Mo,, and ended
at Bacramento, Cal, with greater
speed, & distance of more than 2000
mile through a country totally unin.
babited, Lar savage Indlans. At thal
time It took moutha for congressmen
and government officials to reach the
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Golden Gate or to arrive at Washing:
ton, and It toock from twesty-two to
twonty-ive days to send a m'
from New York to San Franciseo
across the continent. It bad taken
stageconches three weelta or more to
go from the Missourl river to Hacra.
mento, By means of relny stations, 200
In number, employing 000 hardy po

nles and from eighty to & hundred ox-

pert riders, my employers made It pes

“The horwe's plunge knooked the man of
hin foet

aible for dlspatches and mesnges writ-
toh on tssuo paper wo as to avold all
unnecessnry welght to be carvied that
distnoes oo the backs of swift
in from elght to ten dhys
chosen I8 now traversed by
Pacific rallroad, la those days an
most trackless wildernews, wwarming
with Indigns and highwaymen.

On the 84 of Aprll, 1850, two. riders
started, one from Bt. Joe, Mo., and ong
from Baéramento, Cal. At the start
the dispatch bage would be thrown
pver u pony's suddle. THe rider would
mount and ride at top speed to the
first relay station. There a fresh pony
would be walting, on whose back the
Alspateh bage would bo huatily thrown,
then off agaln, ahd #o on il the “re
Uef" rider would anateh the bags and
dagh off with them forthe next lap of
the long raoe, The relays sveraged
fifteen miles apart. Forty-five to 106
miles semiweekly each way at full
gpeed over rough conntry was o rider's
dnlly atupt, Ridern started st forty.

‘| bl and was promoted, as was Jobnny
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One day | gulloped up to & relay
station and found vo relief poty wait-
ing for me. Not a woul was In sight
But 1 beard men yelllng nod shooting
down by the corral back of the station.
1 jumped off, ride in ooe hadd and my
twenty pound pouches In the other, |
apd made fur the trees that hid the
corral from the trafl. 1 thought from
the nolse thitt there must be an Indlan
radd there at least.

1 _reachod the little clearing above
the cormal In time to see h gigantic
buffalo bull charge through & bunch of
enttle and rush on toward the door-
yard of the station, Four or five men
waro yelling at the top of thelr lungs
and blagiog away at bim with
and revolvers. But if any of the
reached the brute they only
madden him all the more, It
business of mine, so I stood
laughing at thelr excliement.
at once | stopped laughing
slck at what 1 saw,

Thers, noar the door of
playlog with a big wooden
Itttle girl perbapa three you
wore a litle red cloak, and the bright
bit of eolos had caught the
falo's attention, Down at the uncon-
sclous playlug baby charged the grea
furious brute, The men saw her
Just ‘when T dld, and they fired
and eame forward st a dead run, Bat
they were too far away,

A womAn mau sereaming out of tho
house and runbed townrd the child.
fibe had no weapon of any kind and
probably couldn't have used one If she
bad bad, But.l suppose mather love
made her fopget Lhe horrible perll and
she wanted to dle with ber little girl
Women afe somotlmes braver, 1 think,
than men, eapecially where thelr chil-
drén are coneerned,

The buffalo was not fiftesn yards
away from the child when I brought
my rifle Instinctively. to my shoulder.
[ wouldn't give myself time to think
what must happen if 1 should miss,
It was one of those times when a man
muat not fall In his alm,

Juat then the baby looked up and
saw the murderoud brate.  Bhe clapped
both hauds nod gave a squeal of de-
Mght., Bhe probably thought the beast
was some now sort of playmate,

As nhio ealled out 1 fired! The buf.
falo's logs seetned to tuck themselves
up under him.  The mpetus of his
rush carried him along the ground full
teu feet, und he came to a stop with
s hoad not slx Inches from the little
glel's knee, stone dead,

Thoen after the men had pounded me
on the back il T was sore the chlld's
mother inglsted on kissing me. Howa
boalthy fourteen yeurold boy does
lonthe to be kissed!

Although nmong the youngest of the
cotirfors, 1 seemod to bave fOlled the

it

Fry, to $180 per month, but to & more
dangerous routs,

My age at the time of riding the
pony expgess will paturally creato at-
tention and pousibly surprise from the
readors of .the present doy, as the
youth at that age In the west—from
fourteen to aixteon—was (o many re-
spects & man from the time. he conld
shoulder a rifle or fire & platol, with
all a wan's responsibility, bar voting.
Of coume 1 suppose In the centers of
manufaetury, Indoor work or in mines
It s necessary to protect children un-
der the child labor law,  But the com-
ditlons were such on the frontler that
tho boy acquired an early experience,
and both the Indlan boys and the
white boym at the age of fourteen or
fifteen wére mnked In every WAy &8
factors to be gccounted for on any oc-
eaglonn_that wrone demanding energy.
ataming and pluck.

Hundreds of other boya ut that time
were In the mame c¢lnss as myself.
rondy, willlng and able to 4o and dnre
~littie men.

The lopadnnes to the white man of
quick commuhlention soon dewned on
she Indlous and aroused them to ape-

ta] endenvars 1o havnas, intercept nnd
gl off the momengers in charge of
shin work, Consequently aftor the fdrst
Fow weeks poby express riding beepme
probinbly one of the mokt dangerous
pernpnilons tenown {8 the workd's his

five mile trips and as they becaws

Loy, fnd my new route wan the el
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© The veuder oan Imagine that 1t was
Jobely. 1t damdnded endurancs above
e ordinary to defy the sgmmer's
Bl g B
_ crosdng tempurary
Lridgen. dnd’ dingorousd sirenms with
dhifiing furds aod treacherous guick
sands, which bad to be often got over
ot ulght, sometimes swollon torrents,
and borses and riders bad to swin,
momentarily Hable to ambush by tie

body was often somewhere along the
trll, of courme, did not add pleasant
thoughits te the Journey, Nothing but &
quick percoption and rapidity of action

“The buffalo was obmost upon the child
when [ fved”

and wseewmingly Intultive knowledge
when danget threatened and the angel
of good luek asslsted me 10 escape
many & close call Beveral timea I
had ballets through my bucksking
twice through my saddle, and on one
occiislon my sturdy mount received a
bad fesh wound, On two oceasions
my good marksmanship saved me at
the exponue of the rodler of the Sloux
braves by sending two at differcnt
times to their happy bunting grounds
On_several oconslons 1 had to resume
the route of slanghtered courlers, nots:
bly on one occasion which stands as
possibly a record In the story of this
dangerous duty.

While rilling between the Red
Buttes of the Platte and the Three
Crossings of the Bweetwater [ bad
whnt was considered a most difficult
and lonely route. On reaching Three
Crosslogd | found the rider of the

nest divislon bid been illed the night |

before, which necessitated wmy cover
ing his route, and on nrrival there the
rider who should have been on hand
bad not tureed up, baving been killed,
as was afterward ascertalned, so 1
was compelied to ride the two routes
without stop, except for meals and
chango of horses, successfully making
the journey (or round trip) without
sleop, only stopplog to change horses
and sosteh o hosty weal. This ride
croated a sensation, so 1 will quote
from an authority best able to place
It on record as a historical fact—name-
ly, Alexander’ Majors himself In his
book of “SBeventy Yeams on the Fron-
ther:"

“Among the most noted and daring
ridera of the pouny express was Hoo.
William ¥, Cody, better known &8
‘Buffelo Bill,' whose reputation ls now
establlshed the world over. While en-
gaged 1o the express service hia route
lay between Red Buttes and Three
Crossings. It wan & most dangerons,
long aed lopely trall, Including peril-
ous erousings of swollen and turbulent
streams. An average of fifteen milos
an bhour had to be wade, including
change of horses, dotours for safety
and time for meali. Once upon reach-
ing Three Crossings he found that the
rider on the mext division had been
killed during the night before, and he
was cilled on to make the extm trip
untfl anothor rider conld be procured.
This was a requost the compliance
with which wonld Involve the wmost
taxing labom and an endurance few
persona nre capable of, Nevertheleds
young Cody was promptly on hand for
the additional Journey and reached
Rocky Ridge, the Umit of the seeond
voute, on time, This round trip of
821 miles was made without a utop,
oxcept for meals and to change horses,
and every station on the routa was
entered on time, This Is ‘gue of the
longest nnd best ridden pony exprees
journeyn ever made, the entire dis
tincs, 521 nilles, being covered in 71
hours and 80 minotes.”

By Ela

At the
A mas is sung for
With the moos fer the vestured priest,
Mnnwllnlhuﬁ "
And the churc’ i‘self is the big, hig night,
While you ars Lis littlest asolyte.
(Sleep,'my baby ome, sleep.)

- ———

New YeaL(_;f_adle Song

L

Bentley

THINK, most dear, that those clonds you see

On the edge of the

passing day

Are not the mist that they seem to be,

But [riars and monks

in gray,

And T think they're telling their rosaries, oo,

And every bead is & drop of dew

That falls to the earth when its prayer is throngh.
(Sieep, my baby ome, sleep.)

THINK, most dear, in the world to me
That just as you are tenight i
Somehow I wish you could always be-— v

God's littlest mealyte.

But slumber now for the dark is here,
And soon you'll open your eyes, most dear,
To greet the dawn of a different year.
(Bleep, my baby one, sleep.)
—New Orleans Times-Demoerat.

—  —  —————— |

TESTED AND PROVEN,

There is a Heap of Solace in Being
Able to Depend Upon a Well-
Earned Reputation.

For months Astoria readers have
seen the constant expression of praise
jor Doan's Kidney Pills, and - read
about the good work they have done
in this locality. Not another remedy
evar produced such convincing proof
of merit.

J. Pederson, 613 Commereial street,
Astorils, Ore, says: “For two years
1 suffered more or less from kidney
complaint. At night there was such
a steady aching through the small of
my back that I would be unable iv
sleep and would arise in the morning
tired and worn ont. I was languid
and nervous, had severe headaches
and dizzy spells and at times would
ses spots floating before my eyes. At
last I procured Doan's Kidney Pills,
used them according to directions and
recoived & complete cure” (From
statement given January 19, 1906).

The Cure Proved Permanent.

On September 3, 1907, Mr. Peder-
pon said: T cam sbill recommend
Doan's Kidney Pills and it gives me
great pleasure to state that I have not

suffered from kidney trouble since
1906."

For sale by all dealers. Price 50
cents. Foster-Milbumm Co, New
York, sole agents for the United
Staten.

Remember the name—Doan's—and
take no other.

“Ferndale” Butter is made only
from selected cream hence it's deli-
cate flavor and rich golden glow, Try
it to day.

The Cornelius

“The House of Welcome"”
Corner Park and Alder,

PORTLAND, OREGON

A hotel ' where the North-
west people will finda hearty
welcome and receive

Courteous Treatment

at moderate prices.

QOur free Omnibus meet
all trains,

Under management of N, K. Clarke

C. W. CORNELIUS, Proprietor,
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For Over
Thirty Years
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You want the best money can buy in food, clothing, home M

pleasures, ete, why not in education? 1

Portland’s Leading Business College
offers such to you and at no greater cost tham aa inferior school

More Calls than we can Gl
In session the entire —=ar

Catalogue “A” for tu. . king

0. A. BOSSFR™" AN, Secy.

Owners practical teachers
Teachers actual business men
Positions guaranteed graduates

M. WALKER, Pres.
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Parker HouseUnderNew Mariagement

On January 1st the Parker House will be rbope'ﬂm nyl

Management of John Dunhili;:“

As a first class hotel i

We invite your patronage. Dining room guaranteed |
the best conducted in the city. Call and get onr wat
Bar in connection. Satisfaction Guaranteed. z

Co.
&

Sherman Transter
R o M ST B
3 Commarell Breet e i

Subscribe to The Morninﬁ A




